
The comicaii elisions oj 

And many la font come in queR of her. 

O my e/f'nthonio, had I but the meanes 
To hold a riuall place with one of them s 
Ihauea minde grefages me fuch thrift 
That I fliould queRionlefle be fortunate. 

sintb. Thou know A that all my fortunes are at fea, 

Neither bauej money, nor commodicie 
To raife a prefent fumme, therefore goe forth 
Try what my credtte can in Venice doe. 

That (hall be rackt euen to the vtfermoft 
To furmfli thee to Belmont to faire Portta. 

Goe prcfently enquire and fo will 1 

where money is, and l no queftton make 

To haue it of my truft, or for my fake. Exeunt. 

Enter Tor tut. with her way ting woman Nerriffa. 

Tor tut. By my troth Nemjfa, my little body is aweane oftmS 
great world. j 

Ner. You would befwect Madam if your mifenes were in the - 

fameaboundanceasyourgood fortunes are : and^t for ought I 

fee, thev are as ficke that furfeitc with too much,as thev tha A 
with nothing-, it is no meanehappines therfore to be f«tedinthe 
ineane, fuperfluitie comes fooner by white haircs , but competen- 
ce hues longer. 

Portta. Good fcntences.and well pronounc d. 

Ner. They would be better if well followed. 

Portia. If to do were as eafie as to know what were good to do, 
Chappcis had beenc Churches, and poore mens cottages tnnees- 
Pallaccs.it is a good diuinc that followes his owne mftruaion . 
can caller teach twentie what were good to be done.then to be one 
of the twentie to follow mine owne teaching : the braine may de- 
uife lawes for the blood , but a bote temper leapes ore a coWe de- 
cree, fuch a hare is madnes the youth , to skippe ore the • 
cr 0 od counfaile the cripple-, but this reafon.ng is not in the ratoon 
to choofe mee a husband , o mee the word choofe , I ^ay neyther 
choofe who I would, nor refufe who I diflike, fo is the will of aly- 
uing daughter cut bd by the will of a deade father : is it no^ha^e 


the Merchant of V etiice. 

Nerriffa, that I cannot choofe one, nor refufe none. ? •* 

Ner. Your Father was euer vertuous , and holy men at tncyr 
death haue good infpirations, therefore the lottrie that he hath de- 
uifed in thefe three cheRs of gold, bluer, and leade, whereof who 
chooles his meaning choofes you , will no doubt neuer be cholen 
by any rightlie , but one who you lhall rightly louc : But what 
warmth is there in your affeftion towardes any ofthele Princclic 
futers that are already come i 

Tor. I prav thee ouer-name them, and as thou namelrthem, I 
will deferibethem, and according to my defeription Icuell at my 
affe&ion. 

Ner. FirR there is the Neopolitanc Prince. 

Tor. I thats a colt indeede.for he doth nothingbut talkc of his 
horfe, & he makes it a great appropriation to his owne good parts 
that he can fhoo him himfelfe : I am much afeard my Ladie his 
mother plaid falfe with a Smyth. 

Ner. Than is there the Countie Palentine. 

Tor. Hccdoth nothingbut flowne^aswho fhould fay, &you 
will not haue me, choofe, he heares merry tales and fmiles not , I 
feare hee will proouc the weeping Phylolbpher w-hen hcc growes 
old, beeing fo full of vnmanncrly fadnes in his youth ,) I had rather 
be married to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth , then to ey- 
ther of thefe : God defend me from thefe two. 

Ner. How lay you by the French Lord, Mounlicr Le Tome ? 

For. Godmadehim,andthereforelethimpafleforarnan, in 
truth I knowe it is a finne to be a mocker, but hee, why hee hath a 
horfe better then the Neopolitans, a better bad habite of frowning 
then the Count Palentine, he is euery man in no man, if a TrafTell 
fing, he falls Rraght a capring, he will fence with his owne lhadow. 
If I (hould marry him* T fliould marry twenty husbands : if hee 
would delpifc me, / would forgiuc him, for if he loue me to mad- 
nes, /lhall neuer requite him. 

Ner. What lay you then to Fauconbridge , the young Barron 
of England ? 

Tor. You know Ii ay nothing to him, for hee vnderRands not 
me, nor /him : he hath neither Latine, French, nor /talian, 6c you 
will come into the Court and fweare that / haue a poore pennic- 
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